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With August come many changes;  the weather starts to
turn,  the kids are back in school and thoughts begin to
shift  towards the fal l  ahead.  This August ,  the Hartford
Energy Commission is  also thinking about change.  We're
thinking about how enact real ,  last ing change in our
community which wi l l  save energy,  money and
ult imately,  l ives .  We're also thinking about how to best
serve the town of Hartford whi le a bit  under-staffed,  and
on this note,  we would welcome your feedback on this .
What do YOU want to see from the Hartford Energy
Commission? Please let  us know by emai l ing the chair ,
Mol ly ,  at MSMITH@vermontlaw.edu.  You may also join us
at our monthly HEC meetings.  Our next one is  on August
26th at 5pm. Detai ls  may be found on the Town of
Hartford website .
Now, on to the newsletter !  This month we hope you wi l l
enjoy art ic les on how to go back to school in the most
energy eff ic ient way possible ,  where to f ind car charging
stat ions in Hartford and some options for al l-wheel dr ive
ful ly electr ic vehicles .  Happy reading!
Cheers !
Mol ly Smith -  Chair ,  Hartford Energy Commission 

TO ENSURE THAT ENERGY SUPPLIES WILL
BE RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE AND

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF
ENERGY ISSUES 

PROMOTE LEAST COST PLANNING

PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

REDUCE ENERGY DEMANDS FOR
TRANSPORTATION

REDUCE THE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

REDUCE THE OVERALL ENERGY
CONSUMPTION WITHIN THE TOWN

TO SAVE FINANCIAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES BY ENCOURAGING THE

CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENT USE OF
ENERGY IN THE TOWN AND REGION

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!Our Goals:

Molly Smith -  Chair
Lynn Bohi

Ashton Todd
Erik Krauss -  CAC l iaison 

 



For many Hartford residents, August marks the start of the school year.
Start your school year off on the right foot by taking the steps listed
below to reduce your energy use and have a greener, cleaner school

year! 

Top Five Ways to Go Back to School in a
More Enery Efficient Way

 Shut your computer down1.
Leaving your computer on, even in sleep mode, uses significantly more
energy than a short power up and power down sequence. Turn your
computer off at the end of the day and unplug it from the outlet to save
energy and save money.

2. Turn off the lights
Ever walk by a school at night and see all the lights on? Many lights are left
on for security purposes, but the constant illumination can cost thousands
of extra dollars per year and many tons of CO2 emissions. Schools might
consider timer lights or motion sensor lights to help cut down on
unnecessary energy use. And as always, be sure to turn off lights
whenever you leave a room at home! 

3.  Walk or bike to school
Live within a few miles of your school? Skip the expensive parking
pass and take a walk, ride a bike or an e-bike to get to class! Driving
a child to school? Consider investing in an electric or hybrid vehicle
so any idling in the parking lot can result in few emissions. Also,
consider participating in National Walk to School Day on October 6,
2021! 



4. Reuse school clothing
Seems like an odd way to save energy, but the clothing and
textile industry is one of the most energy consuming industries
in the world. The phenomenon of fast fashion is incredible
energy intensive. Instead of buying cheap and often non-
durable new clothes every year, invest in some well-made,
durable clothing you or your kids can wear several years in a
row. Or, consider doing some shopping at a local Listen store
or at an online used clothing site to save money and energy
on new-to-you school clothes. 

5. Get educated!

One of the most simple ways to address climate change and
energy use in particular is to start with the basics; getting
educated. Once you and your family know where you are
using the most energy and the health and environmental
consequences of using "dirty" energy, you can easily start to
implement strategies for reducing your energy use. Talk to
your children's teachers about how environment and climate
issues are included in educational materials, and suppplement
with field trips and educational movies and other media to
enforce lessons learned. Above all, make it fun!



There are three main types of chargers; level 1, level 2 and level 3. 
A level 1 charger connects from the vehicle’s charge port to a
standard 110-120 volt outlet via a special adaptor (typically all new
EVs sold come with a level 1 charging adaptor). The charge time
for these chargers is very slow; depending on the voltage of the
specific outlet and the size of the battery, it can take up to 10
hours to charge 40 miles worth of charge. However, level 1
chargers are convenient as they can be plugged into a standard
home outlet and allowed to charge overnight.

Level 2 chargers may require a service upgrade and a special
installation of a home, wall-mounted charging station. However,
many of these installations are covered by incentives (check out
Green Mountain Power's website or Drive Electric Vermont for
details). Level 2 chargers require a 240 volt outlet and a special
outlet connector. The charge time is much faster than level 1; it
takes a standard 240 volt level 2 charger just 1-2 hours to charge
40 miles on a standard battery. Level 2 chargers are commonly
found in public charging stations, workplaces and homes. 

Charging your new EV in Hartford
Congratulations! You've just bought an electric vehicle. You are

well on your way to reducing your carbon footprint and
reducing your greenhouse gas emissions. 

But now you've got your new car, how are you going to charge
it?  What's the difference between a Level 1, Level 2 and DC Fast

Charging Stations? Where are there charging stations in
Hartford? Read on for the answers to these questions and

more!



Level 3, or DC Fast Charging. Level 3 chargers require a 480 volt
outlet and a special charging station installation. They are
commonly found in public charging stations and can charge 40
miles onto a battery in as little as 15 minutes. It is unusual to have
a DC fast charger station at home.

Tesla brand vehicles require a special adaptor to charge at non-
Tesla power charging stations. All other electric vehicles may be
charged at public charging stations with existing connectors. 

The cost to charge your EV depends on the cost of electricity. 
At $.17 per kWh, charging an EV to full charge with a 70-mile
range (assuming a 24 kWh battery), will cost $4.08.
Some public charging stations are subscription-based services.
ChargePoint chargers allow the owner of the station to set the
rate (if above the natural cost of the electricity per kWh). Some
helpful apps you can use to find a public charging station include
PlugShare and ChargeHub. Below is a list of charging stations
locations in Hartford: 

Quechee Mall
5573 Woodstock Road
Quechee, VT 05059
Type: DC Fast Charging
Number of stations: 1
Access: 24/7
Network: eVgo

Hampton Inn North
104 Ballardvale Drive
White River Junction, VT 05001
Type: DC Fast Charging and Level 2
Number of stations: 1 DC FC, 2 Level 2
Access: 24/7
Network: eVgo for DC FC, SemaCharge for Level 2



White River Toyota
202 Sykes Mountain Avenue
White River Junction, VT 05001
Type: Level 2
Number of stations: 2
Access: 24/7; for Customer Use Only 
Network: N/A

Key Chevrolet
32 Key Auto Drive 
White River Junction, VT 05001
Type: Level 2
Number of stations: 2
Access: Dealership business hours
Network: N/A

South Main Street Parking Lot 
Hartford, VT 05001
Type: Level 2
Number of stations: 2
Access: 24/7
Network: ChargePoint

Jake's Quechee Market 
7161 Woodstock Road 
Quechee, VT 05059
Type: Level 2
Number of stations: 3
Access: 24/7, Customer Use Only 
Network: Tesla Destination 



2022 Ford Ford F-150 Lightening  

Upcoming Electric Trucks and 4WD Cars

Having a vehicle which can weather the winter roads here
in VT is a must. While plug-in hybrid EVs or full EVs are

more commonly 4WD, finding a fully electric 4WD vehicle
has been tough. However, given advances in electric
vehicle technology, new models of four-wheel drive

vehicles are coming onto the market at affordable prices.
Check out some examples of some upcoming or already

available fully EV, four-wheel drive vehicles below.
Pictures and data retrieved from caranddriver.com 

Horsepower: 426 (with the Extended-Range battery, this rises to 563)
Towing capability: 7,700-10,000 pounds
Range: 230 miles  
Warranty: 8 year/100,000 miles
Price: $42,000



2021 Rivian RIT

Horsepower: 800
Towing capability: 11,000 pounds
Range: 300 miles  
Warranty: five years or 60,000 miles, as well as an 8 year/175,000 mile
warranty for the drivetrain and battery
Price: $73,000

Horsepower: 1000
Towing capability: NA
Range: 350 miles  
Warranty: three year/36,000-mile bumper to bumper, as well as a 5
year/60,000 mile powertrain warranty
Price: $79,995

2022 GMC Hummer EV



2021 Tesla Model 3

Horsepower: 480
Range: 263 miles  
Warranty: Limited covers four years or 50,000 miles, powertrain covers 8
years or 100,000 miles.
Price: $45,000

Horsepower: 201
Range: 250 miles  
Warranty: Limited and powertrain covers 4 years or 50,000 miles, battery
components are covered for 8 years or 100,000 miles. Complimentary
mainenance is covered for 2 years or 20,000 miles. 
Price: $41,190

2021 Volkswagen ID.4




